Rocking Horse Nursery
Home from home childcare for ages 3
months to 8 years set in wonderful
rural surroundings

Prospectus
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t:01225 700894 w:rockinghorsenursery.com e:contact@rockinghorsenursery.com

Welcome to Rocking Horse Nursery
When we created Rocking Horse Nursery back in 2002 our aim
was to provide expert childcare in a setting that children would
view as a home from home.
With a close knit team that really bonds with children and their
families, a comfortable environment coupled with superb homecooked meals and wonderful open spaces, we believe that we
have achieved all that we set out to. We really hope that you
will agree.
We know that choosing childcare for your little one is a huge
decision and we hope this prospectus will assist you in that
process. Please feel free to contact me or any member of the
Rocking Horse team should you need further information.
Fiona Milner, Owner and Manager

Our mission…
We strive to provide high quality care in a safe, stimulating and homely environment
which is responsive to the children and their families. We form strong partnerships within
the community and build professional relationships with other services to improve
outcomes for children.
We promote positive behaviour by creating an atmosphere of trust and mutual respect
and staff are role models in encouraging a strong sense of community.
We take on a flexible approach to learning based upon children’s individual interests
taking account of the voice of the child. These foundations help us to achieve our aim of
sending them off to school as confident, independent, enthusiastic and successful
lifelong learners.
Rocking Horse is a small independently run Nursery operating from a 400 year old property in the
village of Shaw on the outskirts of Melksham in Wiltshire.
We open from 0800 to 1800 Monday to Friday all year round, closing on Bank Holidays and at
Christmas.
We are proud to have achieved recognition for our commitment to the Bristol Standard demonstrating our dedication to continually improving our provision.
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Health & Well-being
As you would expect, your child’s health and wellbeing is paramount to us at Rocking Horse
At Rocking Horse we are passionate about building strong relationships with our children. This
starts with working closely with their parents. We believe this creates a level of trust and a warm
family atmosphere throughout the nursery. Parents can have complete peace of mind that their
children are in very safe hands.
A healthy lifestyle is a vital part of children’s development. Rocking
Horse children get lots of opportunities to develop their physical
skills. With a large outdoor area, play equipment, trees to climb
and fantastic space to run around, we spend a great deal of our
day outside.
Our outdoor classroom is packed with fun resources providing
space to play or just relax.

Out and about
We love going for walks around the
local village and surrounding
countryside. We go blackberry
picking in the local fields and have
walks to the village shop and play
area.

Yum!
With all the fresh air, fun and exercise
at Rocking Horse, it’s no surprise that
our home-cooked food is such a big hit!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mealtimes are a time to socialise with children from all
rooms coming together for their breakfast, lunch and tea
Tasty nutritious food featuring seasonal vegetables and
fruit often harvested by the children from our own garden
In house cooks with years of home cooking experience
Recipes are regularly requested by parents and children
often ask for seconds!
Special dietary requirements? We will work with you to
ensure you child has a well-rounded diet tailored to their
specific needs
We love to celebrate cultural diversity by exploring foods
from around the World
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Play and exploration
With our amazing green spaces
including a fantastic outdoor
classroom, play equipment and
our very own gardening club,
Rocking Horse Children love the
great outdoors whatever the
season.

Mossy Green Kids
The gardening/Forest school sessions
are run by a Forest school
practitioner. Children are encouraged
to build personal confidence and
understanding of the natural world
through sensory experience, learning
and guided exploration.

Ask our children what their favourite thing about
Rocking Horse is and our garden will often come out
on top. Our fabulous enclosed outdoor space feature:
• Large secure garden
• Trees for climbing
• Play equipment
• Wooded Walk
• Allotment
• Willow Tunnel
• Outdoor classroom
• Paved area with bikes and ride-ons

Mess means Fun!
When it comes to mess
we say “Bring it on!”.
Because we know that
where there’s mess,
there’s fun and in turn
wonderfully positive
learning experiences.

From garden to kitchen
Rocking Horse Children love to cook — they
learn about where our food comes from
whilst spending time at our allotment.
Taking that through to cooking and eating
the food they grow promotes confidence,
understanding and really helps to reinforce
our healthy eating message.
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Learning & Development
Rocking Horse is passionate about child-led
learning and development
Your child’s interest in super heroes, pirates or
fairy castles provides us with fantastic
opportunities for learning — pirate maps will
tempt the most reluctant children to use a pen!!
And whilst building our own fairy castle we are
learning about structure, space and working
together.
The 7 areas of learning laid down within the Early
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework support
our curriculum:
o Communication and Language
o Physical Development
o Personal, Social and Emotional Development
o Literacy
o Mathematics
o Understanding the World
o Expressive Arts and Design
Each of these areas is cleverly threaded into the experiences we offer your child. We use every day
experiences to bring in learning such as counting the cutlery needed for lunch, or working out which
worm is the longest in the garden!!
Find out more about the EYFS at foundationyears.org.uk
Each child’s learning needs are met as we play, investigate and make wonderful discoveries at
Rocking Horse.

This is what Ofsted said about us: This provision is GOOD
• Leadership and management of the nursery are strong
• Staff provide a welcoming environment
• Staff understand the children’s needs well
• Partnership with parents are positive
• To see our Ofsted report visit: www.gov.uk/goverment/organisations/ofsted
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Through the stages
Every child at Rocking Horse has a document pack called a ‘Learning Journey’ which starts at
whatever stage they join us. Over time it builds a picture of their time with us with photographs,
observations and examples of their work. It also details targets we work towards. Parents are
invited to view and contribute to this journal. Each child’s Learning Journey is eventually shared with
their chosen Primary School.

Babies
We welcome babies from 3 months into our cosy baby room where we
have a ratio of 1 adult to 3 children. Each baby has an individual activity
plan developed by their key person based on observations of them. We
will work closely with you to establish an individual routine which suits
your baby’s needs. We will spend time getting to know you and your
baby, and will provide advice and support to you whenever needed on
your baby’s milestones from weaning to walking. The room has a
homely atmosphere and the children can enjoy all the lovely sounds and
smells from the adjoining kitchen as lunch is prepared.

Toddlers
Babies progress to the toddler
room when staff and parents
feel they are developmentally
ready. Toddlers enjoy a wide
variety of activities including
sensory, imaginary, craft and
construction.

Pre-schoolers
Children move into the pre-school room at around 2 and a half
years old. Their keyperson will plan activities and learning
opportunities based upon the child’s interests and
developmental needs.

Transition to School
We have excellent links with the local schools working closely with your child’s future reception
teacher. We work hard to build upon the child’s social, emotional, communication and physical skills
prior to school. Simple things like supporting them in practicing changing for P.E through to helping
them in making and building on relationships with other children all aid in your child’s smooth
transition into school. Our environment is rich in literacy and communication with pre-reading and
writing skills being nurtured at the child’s own pace and readiness.

After-school Club
We can pick up from Shaw Primary School, bringing the children back to the nursery for fun and a
great hot meal. We also provide care for school children during the holidays.
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Say cheese!
Some of our favourite pics

Picnic tea

Fun in the snow

off on a treasure
hunt!!

Cricket coaching

An artist in the
making

Right, how does this
work?

Looking cool!

Mmmm looks
delicious!

MAD session (that’s
Music and Dance!)
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From the horse’s mouth
Here’s what our parents have to say about us
Brilliant,
varied meals
and relating
meals and
activities to
occasions
going on
around the
world

Providing a
home from
home
atmosphere

We feel that
rocking horse
provides a
warm homely
and caring
atmosphere
for the
children and
combines
this well with
learning
through play
I like the
encouragement
of parents to
get involved at
the nursery

A few snippets from our parent survey

We are particularly
impressed with the
philosophy of Rocking
Horse whereby you
try to find out what
the children are
interested in then
focus various
activities/learning
opportunities around
this. I love the fact
that children go
outside no matter the
weather

Good nutrition daily

Friendly and
approachable
staff, kids all look
happy and well
cared for. Really
appreciate the
creative play you
do, and the totally
brilliant Xmas
parties love your
flexibility and
passion for the
children...”

What next?

When you decide to go ahead and register at Rocking Horse, rest assured that
we’ll be there with you every step of the way. You may not have been through
this before but we’ve done it lots of times! We are on hand to give you all the
support you need to complete your little one’s transition into childcare.
Come and
see for
yourself

Let us show you what we have
to offer.
Call us now on 01225 700894
to arrange a visit.
We’re sure you’ll want to come
back.
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